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BATTERY PARK CITY AUTHORITY ANNOUNCES COMMUNITY WORKING GROUP 

TO ASSESS BICYCLE USAGE ON BATTERY PARK CITY ESPLANADE AND 
INSTITUTES DISMOUNT ZONE AT NORTH COVE MARINA 

 
Working Group to Develop Recommendations Based on Public Input 

 
The Battery Park City Authority (BPCA) today announced a partnership with Manhattan 
Community Board 1 to convene a working group to solicit feedback and develop 
recommendations for bicycle usage on the Battery Park City Esplanade. In addition, 
given the heavy concentration of pedestrians around the North Cove Marina, BPCA is 
also asking cyclists to dismount their bicycles around the Marina to enhance safety for 
all users. 
 
“The Battery Park City Esplanade is a breathtaking, vibrant public treasure for residents 
and visitors from across the city,” said BPCA President and Chief Operating Officer 
Shari C. Hyman. “With our partners at Community Board 1 and across Battery Park 
City we look forward to engaging the community to review bicycle usage on the 
Esplanade, and developing recommendations for the most balanced, effective use of 
this incredible public space.” 
 
The Battery Park City Esplanade runs the entire length of Battery Park City along the 
Hudson River – from Stuyvesant High School on the north end to Historic Battery Park 
in the south – offering majestic views of New York Harbor, the Statue of Liberty, and 
Ellis Island. Gardens line the entire route, along with public art installations at the 
intersections of Albany, Rector and West Thames streets. As currently configured, the 
Esplanade’s upper walkway is for pedestrians only, while the lower walkway is for all 
bicycles, skateboards, and rollerblades. 
 
The North Cove Marina is a bustling open space situated midway on the Esplanade, 
directly behind Brookfield Place. It provides public access to the waterfront, a sailing 
school and historic vessels offering river tours, and incredible views of the Hudson. 
Starting this week, signage notifying the public of the dismount zone will be placed on 
the lower level pathway along Belvedere Park, at the bottom of the ramp approaching 
North End Avenue, and on the south side of the Marina near the Police Memorial (at the 
bottom of Liberty Ramp). 



 

 

 
“The BPC Esplanade is indeed a magnificent public asset that is shared with many 
users. But in New York City space is always limited and we must find a balance so that 
residents, workers and visitors can enjoy it,” said Anthony Notaro, Chairperson-elect, 
Manhattan Community Board 1. “Safety must be a priority, no matter if it’s our young 
children learning to ride a bike, families enjoying the fantastic harbor views, or visitors 
touring lower Manhattan. Community Board 1 and its BPC Committee have long 
advocated for a thoughtful review of the area and then execution of a clear plan to 
address the issues of safety and sustainability. We look forward to working with the 
BPCA and all stakeholders in this important effort.” 
 
“Residents have requested that an analytical look be made to find ways to 
accommodate the growth in pedestrian and bicycle traffic, said Ninfa Segarra, Chair, 
CB1 Battery Park City Committee. “A discussion that weighs the interest of the varied 
users of the esplanade is timely. We look forward to participating in the community 
working group and looking at the matter in a more global manner.” 
 
 
About BPCA: The Hugh L. Carey Battery Park City Authority is a New York State 
public benefit corporation with a mission to plan, create, coordinate, and maintain a 
balanced community of commercial, residential, retail, and park space within its 
designated 92-acre site on the lower west side of Manhattan. For more info visit 
bpca.ny.gov. 
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